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Our Legal Incorporation
Feb. 4, 1980 - 2020

The Fortieth Anniversary:
It’s Makeover Time

We closed on the sale of the Redmond property at the 
end of January, 2019,. The eighteen month delay took a toll 
financially and was stressful, but it also meant that the 
plans being developed to convert this property into an 
educational and retreat center had time to gestate. 

Everything we did was done as renters and there was 
an ever-present tension not knowing if we were here 
permanently or not. 

This past Candlemas washed away the past. 
The Rowan Tree Church now owns a parcel of land in 

the Driftless Area. 
Where did this story begin?

When I was four years old, my parents drove to La 
Crosse. There were two or more trips. Central Wisconsin, 
where we lived, is not flat but it was leveled by glaciers. As 
we neared La Crosse the hills were steeper, the road began 
to have more twists and turns, valleys were deeper and … I 

would have loved to live there. There was one valley I saw 
looking down from the road. Down there was a small farm. 
And then, La Crosse, built along the Mississippi River to 
the west and steep bluffs five and six hundred feet higher 
than the city. I had bonded with the Mississippi River and 
her surrounding valleys. 

Two years later I rode in the school bus. The route took 
us past a small abandoned shed near some woods about a 
half mile from where they picked up the only person in my 
grade.. In one of my notebooks, I worked on designs to 
transform that shed into a livable little place by the woods. 

Over the years I returned to La Crosse. I taught school 
there for a year and played in two orchestras and performed 
with the Viterbo College faculty quartet. From La Crosse I 
moved to Minnesota. I had a love affair with the 
Mississippi Valley from La Crosse to Red Wing, crossing 
the bridges back and forth. 

As I studied the evolution of religion in various 
cultures, I felt deprived. The Nile, the Ganges, the Danube, 
the Amazon and the others… why not the Mississippi? I 
felt deeply about that area, and as I embraced Wicca as my 
religion I began calling the region the Mothervalley. There 
was something about it which was sacred land.

From the property in Redmond we looked toward the 
future, but it was not a happy view. Bringing the cottage up 
to code would take more than $60,000. At some point we 
would have to be connected to city sewer, another major 
cost. Property taxes were rising and housing was now 
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from the Mississippi Valley Conservancy website 

https://www.mississippivalleyconservancy.org/land-protection/
la-crosse-blufflands From the Dancing Circle in Redmond looking west. 

Photo by David Burgdorf, 2004
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beginning to close us in oppressively. Traffic on the street 
was three hours of pollution every day just for the morning 
and evening ‘rush.’ Also troubling was having no one able 
and willing to keep the gardens and cottage going after 
Rev. Gerry and I reached our expiration dates.

When we ran out of options and had to accept the 
reality that the little cottage and the amazing gardens in 
Redmond were not sustainable, just on a lark I looked at 
the market in areas near the Mothervalley. Literally for 
decades the by-laws of The Rowan Tree Church mandated 
that some day the Church would purchase a site for its 
retreats in the Mothervalley. 

And here we are. The shed by the woods of my 
childhood must now be large enough to hold a Wiccan 
Church 40 years old.  And science has caught up. The area 
I’ve called the Mothervalley is the heart of what is now 
considered the Driftless Area, having been missed by the 
drift of the last two glaciers.

The two parcels of land that Rev. Gerry purchased out 
at the edge of the suburbs in 1977, the same year I began 
publishing The Unicorn, proved to be an impressive 
investment.  The Church was able to purchase eleven acres 
with a large house and two large ‘sheds’ and pay cash. 

We also have funds from the sale of the house to adapt 
the property and tend the infrastructure, making it 
serviceable for a very long time to come. 

The Hive
Most of the work has been done on the Hive. We 

purchased this property from Perry and Terri Tibesar. In 
addition to being a Project Manager at Winona State 
College, Perry had numerous bee hives and the Tibesars 
marketed a brand of honey which was beautifully 
packaged.

Bees have been a major presence in our lives as well, 
from waiting for the honeybees to pollinate the Gravenstein 
apple to the miner bees who tunneled in all the paths… 
This building is where all publishing takes place, where the 
herbs are kept and where it is often buzzing with activity 
nearly 24 hours a day

What kind of building is it? This is a pole building. 
The walls are constructed with 2x6” boards for framing, 
making the walls six inches thick. The exterior is covered 
with metal (“tin”) which comes in huge sheets. This is cut 
by hand to fit around windows and doors, etc.  Typically 
the interior wall is also tin as are ours. The walls are stuffed 
with insulation. The completed building is a gigantic 
magnetic bulletin board. 

Major Improvements

• $6,382.00 - McCabe Electric
• The electric service enters the Hive in a large breaker 

panel on the west wall.  McCabe’s work included laying 
out four lines of electrical conduit up to the ceiling and 
then the length of the building on the ceiling. One line 
runs to the new propane boiler which is on the east wall. 
Another line is to the air conditioning unit. Pipes were 
run for nine light fixtures which hang from the ceiling; 
for five or six outlets and to provide electricity for the 
bathroom addition. The hanging fixtures mean we can 
work in an area with one or a few fixtures rather than an 
entire row of light bulbs on the ceiling.

• We are completely pleased with the work that Pat 
McCabe and his two employees have done. We will have 
them put in all of the electrical needs for the addition.  

• $5,950.00 - Foellmi Construction
• Max Foellmi is easy to work with. He had five 

employees working here 
at different times. This 
work included: removal 
of four large overhead 
doors and removal of the 
hardware that went with 
them. Installing a new 
door to replace the old 
one; and a set of French 
doors in one of the four 
large openings; and in 
each of the remaining three openings a pair of sliding 
windows 48x48”.

• Included $1284.45 to Menards for the windows and 
doors

• Included $1156.74 to  Caledonia Lumber for tin and 
other supplies 

• $24,675.00 - Schroeder heating & cooling
• Building and installing the propane boiler and running 

pipes to the existing in-floor system: The old wood boiler 
was outside. We went through an enormous amount of 
wood. The stainless steel drum could take a log five feet 
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long. Perry Tibesar found a buyer for the old boiler and 
he and the UM-Winona employee hauled it away and we 
got $50.00 for the Church. The new unit is the size of a 
large suitcase and is mounted on the wall. It is practically 
a work of art.

• Building and installing the air conditioning unit for the 
Hive: It’s a stunning system. Chris designed it. This 
entails a long, round vent suspended from the ceiling at 
the center of the building. It is almost unnoticeable, but 
the cool air reaches the entire 3,000 square foot building. 
There is a unit attached to the west wall up at the ceiling, 
with the large unit just outside on the pavement, out of 
the way.

• Chris Schroeder will be making the in-floor heating 
system for the bathroom addition as well. He carries 
photos of his best projects. I tease him that he has more 
photos of his work than he does of his daughters. Chris is 
the president of the Houston MN Chamber of Commerce.

• $2,800.00 - G Cubed
• We had the property surveyed. It took two men several 

hours on steep terrain. Fiberglass poles and metal 
markers were set in place and we also received a 
certificate of survey. The entire parcel is moved about 
fifteen feet to the west from what were thought to be the 
property lines. This proved to be very important. Some of 
the controversial work which was done by the 
problematic neighbor has turned out to be on his side of 
the property line. He thought he was pushing our buttons 
it turns out to be a non-issue. This was the only survey 
company located in this region. They did excellent work, 
friendly and efficient.

Elsewhere on the property:

• $850.00 - Schroeder heating & cooling
• A new hot water heater for the residence: This is the 

largest hot water heater we can get. The next size up 
would require a commercial unit with licensing, 
inspections, and a much higher cost. 

• $4,400.00 - Henge & fencing
• Eight large stones were obtained with barter. I had found 

two area landscape companies that offered boulders 
(three feet high). Then it occurred to me to ask the man 
from whom we purchased our fire wood and who also 
does our snow plowing.

• The result? Adam Olson and his father, David Olson, the 
mayor of Houston, picked us up and took us to a quarry 
on the other side of the valley. We picked stones and had 
eight of the largest. David drove us back and Adam drove 
a flatbed with all eight of the rocks down the switchback 
dirt road and set the stones in place here. There was a 
large mound of black soil, that rich soil from the years 
the Root River floods. Adam also does landscaping work 
and was very happy to trade the rocks for the dirt (a 
number of dump trucks full). 

• Fencing is essential given the number of deer and their 
appetites. The cost of typical steel posts and wire fencing 
would have been significant. We talked about it and had 
black iron fence panels five feet high ordered from Home 
Depot. The cost was maybe 50% more. However this 
will still look great when the wire fencing would be 
sagging and rusting and needing replacement. The 
overall appearance is many times more attractive. I hired 
a man from Zumbro Falls through Craig’s List. He put 
the fence up for us for a very modest price. I think it was 
only three hundred dollars. He commuted nearly two 
hours each way and worked long days. 

• $9,000.00 - Cement steps, ramp & walk
• The lower level of the house has a ground level entrance. 

From that door there are two options. One is to turn to 
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your right and have to navigate an incline. The paved 
parking area is perhaps ten feet higher than the entrance, 
It’s a fairly steep slope. The only option was to have 
steps installed.

• Leaving the entrance 
and going in the other 
direction means going 
around the house and 
then up a more gradual 
incline which is only 
half as much in 
elevation. This route 
allows for the 
construction of a long 
ramp. The goal is for it to be accessible by wheelchair, 
There are no steps. The entrance itself will need some 
work, a new door, and then the passage through the room 
with the furnace and into the largest of the rooms with 
guest beds. Currently the only passage available to guests 
is down the stairs from the kitchen which is not easy with 
luggage. In addition the improved second entrance/exit 
pleases the liability insurance people. 

• Despite our belief in the man we hired using Craig’s list, 
the job remains incomplete. The figure showing was paid 
to Mr. Eric Grant for the work done. We are likely going 
to use the cement man who is working on the addition to 
complete the ramp. 

$54,057.00   To date

The fixtures are purchased for the addition but are 
not included in the dollar amount at this time.

All of the above was paid for from the equity 
from the sale of the Redmond property. This means 
that the costs associated with transforming this 
property will not impact the Church’s operating 
budgets. 

Other major expenses:

2010 Honda Odyssey 5 DR EX-L
The retail price for the van when it was brand new was 

$34,185.00. The Church purchased this van used for just under 
$6,000.00. It is in near perfect condition. The price was about two 
thousand dollars below the blue book listing. The price reflected 
the van’s high mileage. It was due for its 200,000 mile servicing 
which would 
cost just about 
two thousand 
dollars.

The Mystery School       

The Mystery School is the heart of the Church. 
Sometimes it is very busy but oftentimes it is less visible, 
but always moving forward and collectively we are the 
Sunday Circles and the Rituals and we are the old-timers of 
the volunteer working staff.

This has been a curious year in many ways. Two 
perspectives from our long 40 year history came to me on 
several occasions. One was a few years ago. A new student 
commented that there were so many Novices and First 
Degree Initiates saying he would have thought there would 
be more advanced students.

The Tradition of Lothloriën is a specific Wiccan 
religion, one originally modeled after the tradition of Rev. 
Paul’s Priest and Priestess but which has been created and 
shaped by Rev. Paul over the past 40 years. It has one of 
the more complex and demanding educational programs. 

As we enter our 40th Anniversary as a legal Church, 
our clergy (including the date they began their studies with 
us) are:

Rev. Paul Beyerl, Founder, Elder 1975
Rev Frank (Lizard) Cordeiro, Elder 1988
Rev. Gerry Beyerl 1993
Rev. Charly McCreary 1999
Rev. Keith Ruch 2005
Rev. Rachelle Foster 2009

This year we were blessed with two exceptional 
students who were elevated through the Ritual of Second 
Degree Initiation to The College of Mentors. 

Rev. Keith
On June 14th Keith Ruch reached a dream of his. He 

became Rev. Keith Ruch. What is remarkable is that, when 
he entered The Mystery School in 2005, 
he was the first incarcerated individual 
to have completed the Prisoner 
Outreach Program and to have done so 
without taking any shortcuts. 

As a Church Member he sewed 
child-sized quilts which were popular, 
he made beaded jewelry, designing a 
pentagram earring which was also very 
popular. Keith served on the Board of 
Directors for many yeas. 

We learned from Rev. Keith that we should judge 
someone by who they are, not by their troubled past.  
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In His words:

Today I went through the Handbook for the Fourth 
Ordeal. I looked through the Sacred Keys and the Study 
Guides, and these are my initial thoughts.

There are not as many pages as I thought there might 
have been. There are however questions and tasks that will 
take quite a bit of effort and time to complete. The skills 
that I have been building up until now will definitely make 
my efforts to achieve these goals a lot easier to perform.

Reading the Office of a Priest(ess) I find that I am 
more prepared then I thought in was. I clearly see how each 
subsequent Sacred Key and Study Guide builds the skills 
necessary to facilitate the transition from student to mentor. 
All that information and studying enhances the wisdom and 
knowledge of the new mentor so that they are prepared to 
guide with wisdom and understanding.

The ethics of the Priest(ess)hood allows for great 
caring and growth. The Journey down this Path has been 
difficult but rewarding. I wouldn't want it to have been 
easier. It was worth the struggles and trials. It is through 
those tests and introspective contemplations that the 
greatest changes and understanding have been achieved 
with the utmost joy and pleasure.

It is my desire to allow future students this opportunity 
to find the Path through these Mysterious Secrets of the 
Natural World.

We live with Magick
And thus we must
Work towards peace and harmony
In Perfect Love and Perfect Trust

Blessed Be, Rev. Keith

Rev. Rachelle
On August 30th Rachelle Foster also made history. 

Hers was the first Ordination to take place at the new home 
of The Rowan Tree Church.  Rachelle 
first learned some of Lothloriën from a 
former Mystery School student who 
used a lot of our materials 

Her desire to be part of the true 
Tradition of Lothloriën gave her inner 
strength as she met major challenges 
head-on. Scheduling travel with time 
off work and coming from Toronto, Ontario, it was not 
possible for her to take her vows with the Church as 
witness. 

What a blessing for us all to now have a clergyperson 
in Canada. 

Congratulations, Rev Rachelle

In her words:

In the past year I have worked to complete my 
pathworking so that I could be Ordained.  My dream was 

realized on August 30th.  I was the first person Ordained at 
the new location in Houston MN. 

In the year to come I will spread my wings and 
discover the Joy of being in service to the Community and 
Tradition of Lothloriën and the Rowan Tree Church. I have 
now joined the ranks of the College of Mentors.

In the last year the Board of Directors has undergone 
changes as we adjust our roles to meet new demands of a 
new location.  We are still in communication with one 
another, by phone, by email, by GoToMeeting, and by 
JPAY.  Our Board is still very functional and perhaps even 
more so that it has at times in the past.  We are a cohesive 
group that has one goal in mind; to be as supportive as 
possible to The Rowan Tree Church and Hermit’s Grove 
Retreat Center. 

With the advent of using GoToMeeting we have all 
been Blessed with the opportunity to participate more in all 
open activities.  This is the perfect format to include as 
many people as possible.  Every effort is made to adjust the 
time of presentations/events to allow for the greatest 
participation.  It may take adjustments in personal 
calendars, however, given the alternative of the past where 
very little was available to those who lived from afar other 
than coming to the Grove in person, this is a wondrous 
thing.  There is no travel time to go from one place to 
another.  We just login from our devices.  Perhaps one day 
the POP population will be able to join in also.

The Bardic Path
Over the past two years Rev Keith has worked with me 

and with the work done previously over the past thirty 
years and the Bardic Path is ready for the first two or three 
students. You can think of this as our ’beta test.’ 

We believe that this is a great program which will 
provide Bards of Lothloriën for our future. In March, 2020 
we will be ready to see what tweaking needs to be done. 
We hope to have two or three students enrolled in The 
Mystery School at that time ready to begin.                                                                  

The Bard’s Repertoire includes fourteen rituals which 
form the heart of our ritual work. The Bard of Lothloriën 
works with four ritual tools:

The Blade
The Stick
The Goblet
The Server

Bards will be responsible for knowing the Songs of 
Lothloriën able to lead them in ritual and teach the songs to 
newer Members. Bards will preserve and present 
Lothloriën’s history using one’s Bardic Arts.  A Bard will 
learn how to deliver song or narrative using altered voicing 
so as to waken the energy and bring the tale to life. 

Requirements for admission: Voting Membership, 
Galadhrim membership and participation, Lay Minstrel/
Ministry certification. If all this is in place, request an 
application from Rev. Paul.
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The Subscription Library

Our library grows, but it is 
not about simply having as many 
books as possible. It’s quality 
before quantity. What is the 
quantity? Including duplicate 
titles we have 4,130 books.

There have been times in the past when people donated 
books because they didn’t know what to do with them. 
Those we had to haul off to a thrift store. 

Today thanks to the internet, most particularly 
AbeBooks.com, when a book needs to be replaced because 
it is too worn I am frequently able to replace a paperbound 
book which is falling apart with a good hardcover edition. 
Every now and then I can score a first edition. 

We now have one section which is just for first edition 
and rare books.  

This year Rev. Frank (Lizard) began downsizing his 
library. He wants to ensure that certain books from his 
library end up here. He looked through the books here with 
care so that he would be helping the library and not simply 
adding books. There are some wonderful treasures.

Among the best of the books the library received this 
year was a first edition of A Modern Herbal  by Maud 
Grieves, edited by Hilda Leyel. Thanks to Myke Hutchings 
for that treasure.

We are almost at the point at which a synopsis of every 
book is available. Making all of this information available 
is a challenge. The section Wicca, Neopaganism and 
Witchcraft has 386 different titles. The list by simply 
author and title is nine pages long. The document which 
includes a synopsis of each title is more than 60 pages long. 

The section Herbals, Ethnobotany, Phytomedicine has 
477 titles. The author and title list is ten pages long but the 
full synopsis listing is 75 pages long. 

I believe the value of this library is for the coming 
generations when many of these titles are no longer in 
print. Current usage is low, given that books must be sent 
by post. In the coming years it is believed that people will 
be able to spend time here with the books.

Truth be told,  I no longer have confidence that 
religions and churches like ours will enjoy the same degree 
of protection and status that we have today. There is 
growing intolerance and the separation of church and state 
which was an important facet of life in the United States
 for so long has quietly eroded. 

Maintaining a strong library in a relatively safe 
geographical location is a good thing. 

The Hermit’s Grove (as Publisher)

Currently our book publishing 
department (which has one volunteer that it 
shares with almost every other department) 
has put thirteen books into print. 

Several years ago I learned that I could 
produce a full color cover at no additional 
cost. This year when it came time to reprint 
the Tarot book, a new cover was designed. 

A book of poetry is in production. The 
cost of printing and binding is being paid for by the author. 

Ebooks are on their way. A lovely woman, Sandi, who 
I met when living in the Pacific NW, is back as a volunteer. 
The Hatchling and Painless Astrology are in the works. 

A dear friend of mine, George 
Edington, was also a benefactor. One of his 
early gifts was a thousand dollars. This 
was used to publish the first book. Once 
or twice over the years a few hundred 
dollars was donated by one of our 
educational programs but the publishing program has been 
self-sustaining. That modest investment by the late George 
Edington has grown into a back stock of over $14,000 in 
retail value of books waiting to be sold. The storage 
options we had back in Washington did not keep our stock 
secure.

We have an additional $1500 retail value in books by 
Rev. Keith Ruch. 

What we do not have is an advertising and promotion 
volunteer. 

During my final year teaching in Los Angeles I was 
browsing the office and school supply catalog from Quill. I 
was amazed to see a very inexpensive comb-binding 
machine. 

It worked, but was mostly plastic, and did not work 
well. Yet the potential for offering comb-bound books was 
clear. We soon invested in a sturdy metal machine. That 
was 25 years ago and I no longer remember the cost, but 
we currently have around 50 titles which are offered.  Over 
the past two-dozen years this is an investment which has 
paid itself many times over.

The Unicorn & Lantern
Increasingly over the past two years our resident 

Unicorn, Andrius, had been worrying in print about the 
diminishing number of paid subscribers. The Unicorn 
newsletter completed 42 years, a remarkable history. I 
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could not bear the thought of simply 
closing it down and declaring its life to 
be over. The history of The Rowan Tree 
Church has been tightly woven into that 
of The Unicorn. 

Andrius has difficulty understanding 
how neopagans and Wiccans spend money at Starbucks 
frequently but a good neopagan newsletter which costs, 
say, four Starbucks a year is “too expensive.” 

This frustration has not been felt only by The Unicorn 
as over the years we have seen dozens of other newsletters 
lose out to the internet. The Unicorn used to exchange 
subscriptions with as many as 40 other publications at the 
peak of the pagan post office box world 35 years ago. 
Many of those ran our of ink (a publishing ‘bit the  dust’) 
because it takes a real commitment to keep a newsletter 
going, but there were many which were terrific but they 
couldn’t compete with the ‘free’ internet. The same holds 
true with major newspapers and 
magazines.

Meanwhile, The RTNews  was 
undergoing some shifting demographics 
as well. For many years it was a major 
venue for Members to communicate with 
each other. That type of communication 
followed the current changes in technology as well. In the 
Pacific NW people communicated with each other at rituals 
and events. Communication with others in the Church 
moved more and more to Facebook and text messaging. An 
informal poll found that many Members  had found the 
RTNews to have grown boring. 

The decision to shut down The Unicorn was nearing. I 
was beginning to write the announcement. It had not been 
an easy decision. The Unicorn was very instrumental in the 
formation of the Church. 

Then, a moment of inspiration, and I thought about just 
combining all three newsletters. The more I thought about 
it the better a solution it seemed. 

The decision was made in mid-August. At that time 
The Unicorn had about 30 readers. The Hermit’s Lantern 
had about 50 readers. 

Within two months the readership had grown to over 
90.  We have had nothing but positive feedback for the 
combined newsletter format. 

While there has been some confusion, that has 
primarily been about the new type of membership which 
will be discussed in another page or two. 

Bookkeeping and Accounting 

Bookkeeping, which had been done balanced to the 
penny with wonderful reports able to be generated for 
every budget, has  been in a sorry state for two years. 

There were a series of events which muddied the 
inkwell, so to speak.

 Bookkeeping had been done using Quicken, one of the 
standard software options. I learned to use it when working 
for a film editor in Pasadena. It served our purposes well. 

And then, a bookkeeper’s nightmare. I had each year 
archived as a separate file for reference. 

Around two years ago Quicken announced an upgrade. 
I always kept the software current so I installed it. 

Then I discovered that they removed a software feature 
which was central to the methods I used. This basically 
took all of our data, removed one of the two numbers, and 
tossed it into a folder with all of the data, now unable to be 
sorted by individual budget. 

And then horrors. Every one of my archive files no 
longer responded to my secure password. 

Quicken’s tech support said they ‘somehow’ had all 
become corrupt and should be tossed.

When all of my Quicken files became inoperable, the 
same thing happened to the current files. Quicken 
recommend just starting from scratch and balancing to the 
bank, which means we no longer have any idea of what the 
individual budget balances would be. 

This also meant that I had no ability to generate reports 
for last year and, it follows, this year. I tried two other 
software but, like Quicken, they now all require being  tied 
to the bank, We were still using two banks which made that 
unworkable. 

In frustration, I created my own bookkeeping software. 
I will be able to start over, having an idea of the budget 
balances back when Quicken made their fateful upgrade. 

I am waiting until the construction of the addition is 
completed. 

At that point I will be able to assign budget balances. 
If there is money left over it will be set aside should there 
be any capital expenses remaining (such as fixing the 
ground level entrance). 

During this time I faithfully balance to the bank 
statements and I am keeping track of the budget activity. It 
is hard to grasp that I have to just start over and pick 
numbers. Quicken’s tech support indicated this is not 
uncommon and no big deal. 
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Also during this time I applied to our (new local) bank 
for credit card processing. They required three years of past 
records. They were unable at the time to make an exception 
for us. I continued to keep the accounts open with the 
Chase Bank back in Kirkland. Meanwhile we moved all but 
a small amount of money to the bank here in Minnesota 
and Chase responded by giving us 30 days to find a new 
card processing 
company. 

That was a mad scramble. 
At this point everything is running smoothly but I do 

not have accurate budget balances and will not until this 
last phase of construction is done, which includes the 
addition, the cement work for the ground level entrance, 
and replacing the door and making the entrance more user 
friendly and meeting code. 

The bookkeeping software I am using takes much 
more time. I am not a programmer. But it is workable.

The Online Store

We’ve been told for years that that what we needed for 
our web site sales was a shopping cart arrangement. 

I agreed with all of them. I shop online almost 100%. 
A web site that wants me to buy their products but I have to 
download a pricelist? No I’ll head to a web site that lets me 
see each of the herbs, make my choices and then close the 
purchase by credit card. 
  I saw BigCommerce listed as the cart option on one 
company we purchase Dragon’s Breath cheese from and 
went exploring. I liked what I saw. It took days of photo-
taking of the dried herbs, but we have it. The challenge is 
getting the word out. 

We are charged a flat rate each month of $29.99.  This 
was a major project this past year. Unlike past  attempts, 
now we have enough space that I could leave the lights and 
setup for the camera in place for long periods of time. 
There were perhaps 250 or more photos to take. 

A footnote: Today, Nov. 17th I used the online store to 

create a ticket to gain access to an online workshop. It is a 
simple, straightforward system and we’re not paying fees 
too ticketing companies. 
Hooray for us.

Streaming
Over the past two 

years considerable effort 
has gone into streaming. 
Classes and sessions 
scheduled for the Master Herbalist Program did not fare 
well. The number of students is too small for there to be 
enough available. The situation is the same for The 
Mystery  School. 

We have done better with Sunday Circle discussion 
groups. It is challenging to attempt times which are 
pleasing and workable to four time zones. And we have 
done well with ritual work. For these we have developed a 
small but dedicated group of six to eight individuals 
reaching across four time zones. 

What we have discovered is something we did not 
think possible. We have found it easy to work together. Our 
rituals are shared experiences with everyone participating. 
They are moving and profound and joyful, transcending 
distance. 

There has been success with the few videos I have 
posted on YouTube. My schedule has made it difficult to 
develop this further.

Annual Food Drive
Our first Food Drive was in 2000. This year, with Rev. 

Gerry’s encouragement, we bought extra groceries five 
weeks in a row. We donated 100 pounds of food as a 
donation from The Rowan Tree Church. Myke Hutchings 
made donations to his food bank in Hamilton, Ontario in 
the Church’s name. A conversation with Rev. Frank led to 
the idea of a year-long, church-wide food drive for those 
wishing to participate. 

Here is how it will work. For a donation to qualify 1) it 
must be to a food bank or collection agency. and 2) it must 
be made in the Church’s name. 

Money or food you give directly to a person? That 
generous gift is seen by 
the recipient and also 
by you as coming from 
you.   
We’ll keep a running 
total until next 
Hallows. for the 
Church as a whole.                    
We can do this!! 
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41st Annual Retreat

This coming summer will be our 41st Annual Retreat. 
Who would have thought, so many years ago, that we 
would fulfill a collective dream, and end up owning our 
own property. The dates for this year’s Rowan Tree Retreat 
will be

Thursday June 18 - Monday June 22

The primary activities for the Retreat will be:
★ The Midsummer’s Eve Journey, Friday Evening, in 

the Henge, weather and pesky bugs permitting.
★ Nightly firefly count. Prizes awarded for the highest 

nightly total and the highest 
total for the first four 
nights will be crowned 
the title holder for the 
coming year.  

★ Tour Whitewater State 
Park & Mississippi River

★ Time Capsule. With 
items sent by Members, 
making a time capsule, 
creating a group ritual for 
Sunday morning (yes, it 
is Father’s Day) and 
placing it on Monday.

Retreat fee: $20.00 per person

Five nights residence lodging: $50.00 (eight beds 
available)]

Stay on grounds (tent, RV, your vehicle): $30.00
Or book it yourself at area campgrounds or motels
Eat in: Meals (three daily) served in our kitchen: $100.00 
Eat out: Area restaurants
[No cooking on grounds.]

Herbal Symposium 

Saturday & Sunday May 30-31st

Two days set aside for 
Master Herbalist students 
and graduates. Agenda to be 
set depending upon 
attendance. Open to anyone 
wanting to learn more about 
herbal work.

Membership 

Traditional (Voting) Membership

I began teaching Wicca in 1977 at the 
direction of the Priest and Priestess under 
whom I had studied. We adopted the name 
The Rowan Tree in 1979 and incorporated 
as a church in 1980. I changed the 
structure and added considerable content 
to the training which became The Mystery 
School. 

I believe it was 1985 when I 
proposed a major change and it passed, 
although many of the students left, not pleased that there 
were ‘others’ now in the organization. That change opened 
the Church to Members, and those in The Mystery School 
began practicing secrecy. This was definitely a change for 
the better. In 1989 with the publication of A Wiccan Bardo 
in Australia, the U.K. and United States, reading the book 
became a requirement for membership.

The next development was in 1994 when Rev. Gerry 
and I incorporated The Hermit's Grove. There was 
considerable confusion. If someone paid me for 
astrological work, and it was not money going to the 
Church… In 2011 the times had changed and it was no 
longer necessary to maintain a division. Half of the 
graduates of the Master Herbalist Program were RNs and 
quite comfortable with a ‘faith-based’ organization. The 
Hermit’s Grove was merged into The Rowan Tree Church 
but retained its identity as a DBA (doing business as). Until 
this past year we juggled three newsletters and two 
memberships, one with the Church, the parent organization 
and one with The Hermit's Grove. 

That original Membership in the Church is the Voting 
Membership. 

Our Extended Family Membership

Looking around we have numerous people who are not 
members but who participate in many of the activities, 
former members, subscribers, donors… Many of these 
people have been part of our life and activities for over 
twenty years and are truly extended family. 

What our extended family membership offers is very 
simple. Let us know you wish to be part of the extended 
family. You will receive the monthly newsletter by email (a 
pdf file).  You will receive the Annual Report each year as a 
pdf file. There are also many d0….
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